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cer of some kind, is sent, with a detachment of
troops as escort, to express his determination.
This brought about a panic in the populace,
and the king himself was in a frenzy of fear.
Years later Sennacherib might weU say of Heze-
kiah: " I shut him up like a caged bird in Jerusa-
lem, his royal city."' The city was not besieged,
but was blockaded, so that all hope of succor
from outside was cut off.3 Within the walls, amid
all the confusion and fear, preparations for a last
defense went on vigorously.3 Without them, at the
" conduit of the upper pool, which is in the high-
way of the fuller's field,"4 negotiations were car-
ried on between the Rabshakeh on the one side,
and on the other Eliakim, palace governor; Shebna,
state recorder; and Joah, chancellor.

Though both threatened and cajoled, Hezekiah
refused to give up the city, and the Rabshakeh
withdrew his force and joined the main body at

1 Taylor Prism, col iii, line 20

2 The statement of Sennacherib's Annals (col. iii, lines 21, 22) does not
properly bear the construction that he had laid sicgo to the city in a formal
manner.   His phrase is:  "Intrenchinents I fortified against him, (and)
whosoever came out of the gates of the city I turned back.**   This is not
the expression used elsewhere lor a real investment of the city.   It was a
blockade, and the implication is that the forces of Iho Rabsbakoh were
encamped around the city, but at a distance, which also is supported by
the place at which negotiations were carried on, for this must have been
between the two forces and not within the Assyrian lines.   Comp. 2 Km#4
xix, 82: '* Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria,
He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, neither shall
he come before it with shield, nor cast a mount against it."   See on the
passage Kittel, fftwdkommentar, p. 280.

8Isa, xxii, 9, 10.
4 2 Kinsjs xviii, If.